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TO: Parish Spiritual Development Standing Committee Chairpersons
From: Nancy Grimshaw, Diocesan Spiritual Development Chairperson

As fall elections approach in some of our parishes, I would like to thank all those who served their councils as Spiritual
Development chairpersons, for all the work you have done to enhance the spiritual journey of your members.  

World Day of the Poor 
Sunday November 18th is the 33rd Sunday of Ordinary time, that Pope Francis established as World Day of the Poor. This
year, the theme is “This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him” (Ps 34:6).  

In a world where the poor often hear the harsh voices and rejection of those that disapprove of them, or see people who
create distance between the poor and themselves, Pope Francis urges all  Christians to combat this indifference to the
suffering and marginalization of the most needy. He asks us to seriously examine our own conscience to determine if we
are able to hear the cry of the poor. The Lord wants us to have a world of inclusion, not exclusion of those that some may
deem as less worthy.

Instead Pope Francis asks us to consider Psalm 22:26, "The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied". The Lord calls the poor to
himself and comforts them.  We are also reminded that as Catholics we believe Christ is found in every human person.

As we prepare to begin Advent and the Christmas season, be mindful of our CWL provincial theme of homelessness and
consider your own personal or family project that will support the homeless or poor this season. To read Pope Francis' full
World Day of the Poor message please visit: 

w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/poveri/documents/papa-francesco_20180613_messaggio-ii-
giornatamondiale-poveri-2018.html

Preparing a Prayer Service
A power point presentation that was created by Jacqueline Nogier, past  national spiritual development chair and Pauline
Krupa, past Ontario provincial president,  has been added to our diocesan website (www.ottawa.cwl.on.ca), under the
prayer room heading.  This may be helpful for preparing your own prayers for meetings, feast days or special events.

Advent 
Advent begins Sunday December 2. Please visit the Ontario Provincial Council website throughout December for Advent
reflections and prayers at www.cwl.on.ca.  Our Advent retreat this year will be at St. Isidore Parish in Kanata, on Saturday
November 24. The theme will be  "A reflection on homelessness and poverty for the Holy Family, throughout the bible, and
how it  relates to society today." Our facilitator is  Father Mark Slatter.   Mass will  be at  0930 and the day should end
between 2:30 and 3pm.

National Website
The national website has undergone some changes, and is still under construction.  Most material is still present, but many
of the tabs have new names.  

Caring for Our Common Home 
Our new national theme is Caring for our Common Home. This would be a good time to consider studying material related
to caring for our planet, such as "Laudato Si, An Invitation to Change our Hearts" found on the national CWL website,
www.cwl.ca under the tab "To Organize", 800 series, 813.

Remembering our Deceased Members
Please keep me informed of any our your CWL members who have passed, so that we can record them and remember
them at the Feast of Our Lady of Good Counsel in April 26.  I urge you from time to time to check our diocesan CWL
website at www.ottawa.cwl.on.ca and look under the prayer room for the current year  and ensure that all your deceased
members have been listed.   If you notice any missing please let me know.   The Diocesan mass for the Feast of Our Lady of



Good Counsel, April 26, 2019, will be held at St. Patrick's Parish, Fallowfield, and our deceased members from April 1,
2018-March 31, 2019, will be remembered at this service. 

Evangelization and Mission Assistance
From July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018, councils and individual members donated $37,039.38 to Catholic Missions In Canada,
one of our CWL National Voluntary Fund organizations.  Many of our missions are in remote communities where a single
priest may be responsible for several parishes, separated by hundreds of km. Your support helps assist the valuable work of
our missions. I have several copies of a DVD about Catholic Missions In Canada if you would like to view it or share it with
your council.   Please consider doing a collection at a council meeting, or consider making a donation when it time to
consider disbursements of available council funds.


